Management of paediatric otitis media with effusion in the UK: a survey conducted with the guidance of the Clinical Effectiveness Unit at the Royal College of Surgeons of England.
A survey was undertaken of the practice of all Otorhinolaryngologists in England and Wales looking both at practice in general and at management of individual patients, including a patient satisfaction questionnaire, under the auspices of the Clinical Effectiveness Unit at the Royal College of Surgeons. Postal questionnaires enquired about practice in general and management in particular of 20 sequential patients per consultant. Parent questionnaires were sent six weeks and one year post-operatively. Ninety consultants took part and 1503 individual patient proformas were returned. Results showed that these consultants are managing children with otitis media with effusion (OME) in a manner very close to the recommendations of the Effective Healthcare Bulletin (1992) and consistent with the recent Clinical Effectiveness Statement of the BAOHNS, and that the intervention is popular with parents.